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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—AUGUST SELECTION 


Paton, Alan Too Late the Phalarope 
Scribner’s. Aug. 276p. $3.50. 


One the good effects Alan Paton’s new novel 
that will probably give salutary discontent with 
much current fiction. The years that have passed since 
Cry the Beloved Country may indication the 
care and patience that Mr. Paton puts into writing 
novel—and since patience and care such his rarely 
appear, and almost never appear association with 
imagination delicate his, books like Too Late the 
Phalarope are few and far between. 


easy diffuse novel, and rather easy, too, 


give impression power through many hundreds 
pages filled with minute detail. this compara- 
tively slim volume—276 Paton has set forth 
really tragic story, with its delicate motivation all 
made clear, and has given full picture com- 
plicated, bewildered mind. The result such com- 
pression power whose impact little short ex- 
plosive. necessarily the achievement writer 
who uses few words because has exquisite taste for 
the right ones. 


The events the story could have happened very 
few lands, perhaps only the South Africa that the 
novelist pictures. The tragedy would lose its meaning 
without the background people and place, and Mr. 
Paton puts these without our ever being conscious 
his effort our behalf. The story scarcely under 
way before know the beauty the land, the harsh 
strength its people, and the rigidity outlook among 
them—a rigidity that extreme but that has its ulti- 
mate basis fierce but sincere uprightness char- 
acter. these surroundings, Pieter van Vlaanderen 
adoomed man. is, because one side his char- 
acter, all that his stern, virile father would wish— 
splendid athlete, leader men, famous soldier, re- 
spected citizen; and some his political views and 
the honors they make possible seem distasteful, still the 
old man can make allowances. Pieter’s main difficulty, 
however, that this same father has never understood 
him and has, consequently, grown bereft the 
sympathy his soul needed. stranger even him- 
self, not knowing the depths his own nature 
which the ready power hero combined with the 
Sensitivity woman, has fallen back un- 
natural constraint behind which his soul writhes. 


Pieter hoped for perfect return love marriage 
but his shy wife fails share Pieter’s sound but only 
half-formulated view love. his torment 
terribly attracted toward the sternly forbidden act 
adultery with Negro girl. Unacquainted with human 
evil, frightened the potentialities sees within 
himself. Finally does commit the sin which has 
been given special extrinsic awfulness parliament’s 
Immorality Act. His first days after the act are days 
terror, fear the discovery which would bring 
ruin. After some almost unbearable tension, gets 
through the crisis. His remorse poignant, but 
not source strength. Detected subsequent 
lapse, does meet with the ostracism that ruin, and 
the shadow his crime falls his 


There are several movements the story, all them 
clearly marked. First, briefly, see the young hero, 
once strong and gentle, devoted his family, 
idolized youth, loved and respected the commu- 
nity. Then get some idea the torment going 


CONTENTS 


Book and Classification 
Too Late the Phalarope (IIb) 
Time and Time Again (Ila) 
Savage Play (III) 
The Unconquered (Ila) 
The Worldly Philosophers (Ila) 
More Dennis the Menace 
The Innocent One (Ila) 
The Youth Hostel Murders (Ila) 
Halo for Father (1) 
Anna Fitzalan 
Childhood’s End (IIb) 


Author 


Paton, Alan 
Hilton, James 
Colin, Paul 
Williams, Ben 
Heilbroner, Robert 
Ketcham, Hank 
Reach, James 
Carr, Glynn 
Breig, Joseph 
Steen, Margaret 
Clarke, Arthur 
Clarke, Arthur 
van Lihn, Erik 
Heth, Edward 
Healy, 
Conrad, Joseph 


Islands the Sky 

Battle Mercury (1) 

Life Earth (IIb) 

New Tales Space and Time (IIb) 


The Secret Agent (I) 
REPRINTS 
The Man from Nazareth Was Seen 
the People His Time (IV) 
Portrait Marriage (Ila) 


Fosdick, Harry 
Buck, Pearl 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


Paton Hilton Colin 


behind the severely preserved Next comes 
moral guilt and the fear discovery—the tension 
which reader shares with protagonist this point 
almost unbearable. Then comes relief, relapse, and 
the growing imminence doom. Finally comes social 
downfall, bringing flower saving humility. Some 
might object that the first release from danger 
sharp that makes the rest the work anticlimactic; 
the answer that Mr. Paton might have visited doom 
his hero immediately and could have bowled 
over his audience with pity and terror. seems, 
however, too honest artist for such maneuvers, 
though there one device—a note the door—which 
seems bit flashy. The catastrophe more striking 


because delayed; closer life, and lets the 
sinner stand forth his poor human weakness, hor- 
rified, repentant, and drawn back his sin. 


There some lament the part the narrator, 
Pieter’s aunt, about the harshness man’s law, and 
the law harsh. Yet the title the book indicates the 
real source Pieter’s trouble. After has already 
begun the work his own doom, Pieter and his father 
finally reach harmony excursion find wading 
bird, the phalarope. too late, then, for his father’s 
understanding Pieter any good. The author 
clearly indicates that had Pieter ever been able open 
his mind and soul any one would have escaped 
the trap into which fell. This view is, course, 
open question; mere self-exposure might not have 
been sufficient protect character such Pieter’s. 
Yet, Mr. Paton makes this one case utterly convincing. 


goodly part the novel concerned with certain 
incompatibility between Pieter and his wife, incom- 
patibility which stems from two different viewpoints 
sex and love; and, should pointed out, Mr. Paton 
gives considerable detail about the sex relations the 
married couple. This is, however, mature book and 
presents sex with much its truly native dignity. 
The wife’s wrong view love part the environ- 
ment which has closed the soul Pieter. Taking 
delicate subject, Mr. Paton has treated with both 
depth and delicacy. His work startling contrast 
that the poor “realists” who know way 
producing effect but abundance indecent 


detail. 
William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Hilton, James Time and Time Again 
Little, Brown. Aug. 20, 1953. 306p. $3.75. 


Mr. Chips mentioned, Mr. Hilton’s new 
novel, coming out retirement take hold Book- 
field School for Boys the emergency years World 
War which time Charles Anderson, son Sir 
Havelock Anderson, was one the students. There 
good deal Mr. Chips Charles (‘Stuffy”) Ander- 
son who survives coming-of-age affair with nice 
little typist, wins First the history tripos Cam- 
bridge and the Courtenay prize, and embarks 
career the Foreign Service, the diplomatic corps. 


Mr. Hilton introduces Charles Anderson while 
acting assistant Sir Malcolm Bingay, repre- 
senting Great Britain conference Paris early 


Best 


the Nineteen-Fifties, and having difficulties with 
opposite number named Palan from, 
Russia. Charles also anticipating some the awk- 
wardness that may mar his meeting with his son 
Gerald. They have arranged have dinner together 
celebrate Gerald’s seventeenth birthday, for which 
occasion Gerald has consented stop off Paris 
his way back England from summer 


Neatly and with practiced hand, Mr. Hilton sketches 
great deal Charles Anderson’s life—as boy 
school, Cambridge, walking tours with friend, 
various legations, London during the 
wife, Jane Coppermill; his first love, Lily Mansfield; 
his father, the erratic and retired barrister, Sir Have- 
lock—these are also deftly portrayed; also Anne 
Raynor, with whom Gerald fancies himself love. 
The result leisurely and somewhat old-fashioned 
novel that makes pleasant reading for its urbanity and 
wit, but disappointing for its failure get very far 
beneath the surface any its characters. 


Something surprise awaits the reader before the 
end the story and would not fair author 
reader disclose beyond suggesting that Mr. Hilton 
has affection enough for Stuffy Anderson make 
him little for some the cruel tricks has played 
upon him, has let fate and circumstance play upon 
him, during the course his placid and amiable life. 
All-in-all, prefer this Mr. Hilton’s recent Morning 
Journey, even not quite his earlier books, 
Random Harvest, Lost Horizon, and course Goodbye, 


Mr. Chips. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Colin, Paul Savage Play 


Dutton. Aug. 17, 1953. 381p. $3.95. 


Colin acknowledges Proust, Gide, St. John the 
Cross, Rimbaud, Giraudoux, Charles Morgan, and 
Fournier the chief influences his writing. 
hops one might suggest Sade, Sacher-Masoch, and 
Watson further contributors the ambitious efforts 
literary syncretism his latest novel. Even though 
contrasting respectably with fiction that lacks idea 
mature theme, its mixture symbolism, naturalism, 
mysticism, and avant-garde intellectualism leaves one 
wishing for sense direction not perceptible its 
discordant eclecticism. Depending largely minute 
psychological analysis its very strange characters, the 
book makes their abnormalities only partly credible and 
permits what could substantially compensatory 
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1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Godden 
Michener 
Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin 
Battle Cry (IV) Uris 
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Stevenson May 
Marshall Feb. 


Herzog 
Toynbee 
Crosby 


Annapurna 
The World and the West (Ila) 
Call Lucky (Ila) 
Major Speeches 

Adlai Stevenson (Ila) 
The White Rabbit (Ila) 


symbolism their depiction fade into vague incon- 
clusiveness. 


The story concerns the reminiscences its central char- 
acter, Francois Gane, pauses amid his zoological 
studies Paris peruse the diary his childhood 
Hétraie, his family’s country estate near the castle 
Baron Georges Herber. There, the age thir- 
teen, recalls joining the “savage play” the two 
Herber children and their summer guest, Denise Ma- 
zurier. Jean Jacques, Gallic Heathcliff full mystery 
and sombre brutality, the leader devising games 
worthy Krafft-Ebing for their sadistic brutality: pro- 
voking bloody brawls with the peasant children, de- 
capitating chickens and chasing each other diabolical 
frenzy with strips intestines and chunks bloody 
flesh, luxuriating nudity their forest hideouts, and 
lashing themselves with whips symbolize their indis- 
soluble union and heroism. Claude, half-boy and half- 
girl, contracts with the sensual gentleness Denise, 
but together they prove fearfully worthy counterparts 
the two boys. 


Denise, however, betrays their trust the mission 
given her seduce the town bully into ambush. 
Thereupon the others—as profession love!—lacer- 
ate her flesh with nails and teeth. Shortly thereafter 


Gane runs off England with the Baron, and 


the children become separated. 


The second stage the story, opening seven years later 
Paris, shows the mature aftermath these childish 
violences. Into Francois’ carefree student life Claude 
returns way his friend Baumier, who wins her 
body casual bed-companion but meets impene- 
trable spiritual lethargy the only response his 
eventually ardent love. She relates Francois how 
Jean has gone from bad worse after the collapse 
their quartet: failure school, war years with the 
maquis, her torture his insane jealousy (including 
fornication with cousin condition that tell Jean 
every detail), and deterioration into tramp consorting 
with cow-girl mistresses. 


When Francois fails, wild sex orgy, rescue 
Baumier from Claude’s evil fascination, realizes that 
she destroys all she touches; strange contest for 


Williams 


mastery then develops between them. interrupted 
Claude’s being summoned the castle, whence she 
reports letter about Jean’s crazed murder girl 
who loved him and his subsequent destruction the 
enraged townsfolk. 


Meantime Francois meets the adult Denise and con- 
spires with her sister Yvonne evade their parents’ 
objection his Catholicism. After eloping pro- 
vincial hotel, they are married and repossess 
There Claude, living barbaric life, eventually comes 
between them and threatens their happiness. She pro- 
fesses love Francois, and gradually realizes that the 
only solution her growing fascination fight that 
will violently defeat her and put her his mercy. 
This culmination occurs wild night during which 
Francois alternately beats, ravishes, insults, and works 
Claude utter exhaustion. The ordeal restores Claude 
wholesome living, and she rejoins the household 
concluding harmony. 


The symbolism prominently, though confusedly, con- 
cerned with exploration the paradoxical contra- 
dictions love, particularly its selfish, centripetal 
aspects represented Claude. This kind love, 
because ungenerous, evil and erodes all that 
touches. Unless overcome, destroys. Yet Colin 
seems unsure that can permanently overcome, for 
even she walks arm arm with her friends the 
last page Claude silently reflects that when boredom 
has replaced this novel simplicity they will again 
amusement inflicting suffering upon each other.” 
fied dispose the characters with unrelenting 
behaviorism. 


Before its translation into this edition Alfred van 
Duym, the French original won the Prix Goncourt for 
1952. Some readers will have consequent need 
know the book, but its esoteric psychology cannot 
recommended for general reading. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Williams, Ben Ames The Unconquered 
Houghton, Mifflin. 1953. 689p. $5.00. 


Just about six years ago, the late Ben Ames Williams 
published novel 1514 pages, about the Currain 
family Virginia during the years preceding and 
through the War Between the States, and entitled 
House Divided. (Cf. Best Sellers vol. no. 12, Sept. 
15, 1947.) That long and detailed novel received, 
remember correctly, only moderate welcome from 
the bevy book reviewers and book buyers across the 
nation. was, perhaps, not sensational enough its 
multitudinous episodes, its people too nearly life-like 
restraint reap such raptures are accorded Gone 
With the Wind and even the slap-dash and heavily 
hokumed tales Frank Yerby. For the same reasons, 
the sequel which now posthumously printed will 
probably passed over with the same sort tem- 
perate attention, although only half the length 
its predecessor. But both novels merit critical acclaim 
solid contributions American fiction, and their 
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own way perennial and lasting achievement 
Stribling’s tetralogy the Southern States, Con- 
rad Richter’s trilogy the founding Ohio, Kenneth 
Roberts’ series the Revolutionary War and, you 
will remember it, Clarence Budington Kelland’s trilogy 
the establishment the house Phillipse. There 
are some other substantial novels the history the 
United States which also might mentioned here, 
for other purpose than remind readers fine 
fiction they may have overlooked: Winston Churchill’s 
three, Richard Carvel, The Crossing, The Crisis; Ellen 
Glasgow’s superlative two, The Battleground and The 
Barren Ground; Guthrie, Jr.’s The Big Sky and 
The Way West; Mackinlay Kantor’s Long Remember. 
House Divided and The Unconquered deserve place 
among these works enduring interest and carefully 
recreated history. 


The Unconquered picks the story the Currain 
family after the Civil War over and Travis Currain 
has returned his beloved estate, Great Oaks, up- 
country Virginia. Tony Currain has set himself 
New Orleans with his octoroon mistress Saphira and 
dabbling the explosive politics the Reconstruction 
period Louisiana. Travis had interpreted Tony 
surrendering Great Oaks, and deeply disappointed 
when Tony not only refuses relinquish title the 
plantation but sells out from under Trav, who then 
decides move New Orleans, not only because his 
old friend General Longstreet there, but also because 
interest new scheme extract oil from cotton- 
seed. Before leave Great Oaks, however, and 
his daughter Lucy meet Captain Donald Page, Maine- 
State Yankee now serving with the Freedman’s Bureau. 
Quite plausibly, Don also turns Louisiana and 
eventually marries Lucy. But his interest educating 
the former slaves, and particularly their children and 
the children the poor whites, most whom are 
illiterate, makes him divide his time between Maine 
and Louisiana. Both and Travis Currain believe, 
with Robert Lee, that one the best antidotes 
the fears which spark race hatred education. 


Travis’ son, Peter, goes from bad worse and becomes 
embroiled rioting and the murderous activities 
the “white-supremacy clubs” which sprang during 
those turbulent post-war and “reconstruction” years 
which, more than the war itself, accomplished the ruin 
the Southern States or, least, hindered their re- 


covery for several decades. Tony’s house has become 
the center the radical politicians, the more rabid 
Republicans those years and that 
wife, Enid, enjoys reawakening love for her hus- 
band. Cinda and Brett and Dolly and number 
other names familiar those who recall House Divided 
are also here, their stories continued skillfully inter- 
woven pattern which lengthened include Mr. 
Cist, Captain Cash, Eleanor and Elon Villard, Senator 
Pinchback and host other minor characters. 


The pace this novel leisurely; the wealth re- 
search that must have been invested its preparation 
returned coin interest; the people react 
people might expected to; and the restraint the 
writing further proof Mr. Williams instinctive good 
taste. some the situations the various people get 


Heilbroner 
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themselves into are not always irreproachable moral 
integrity, those situations are not condoned 
ploited, nor are they luridly lighted; they are presented 
without exaggeration overemphasis part the 
fabric the times and human nature’s manifold 
vagaries. And there not much chance anyone, 
even the impressionable adolescent any age, mistak- 
ing right for wrong, bad for good, vice versa. The 
one major lack the lives these fictional people 
vital religious life; they are, for the most part, upright 
their thinking not their deeds; but such Chris- 
tianity they profess seems almost forgotten heri- 
tage, code conduct that has become more 
etiquette manners. And perhaps that explains why 
the story these years after the Civil War somber 
and sad; why many well-intentioned men both 
sides were ineffectual they were. 


Nevertheless, The Unconquered (which can stand 
itself) and House Divided are, likely, the masterpiece 
author Ben Ames Williams. Both are well worth 
possessing, well worth reading. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


ste 


Heilbroner, Robert The Worldly Philosophers 
Simon Schuster. July 29, 1953. 342p. $5.00. 


“The ideas economists and political philosophers,” 
wrote Lord Keynes, perhaps the most prominent the 
modern economists, “both when they are right and 
when they are wrong, are more powerful than com- 
monly understood. Indeed the world ruled little 
else. Practical men, who believe themselves 
quite exempt from any intellectual influences, are 
usually the slaves some defunct economist. 
sure that the power vested interests vastly ex- 
compared with the gradual encroachment 
ideas. 


Robert Heilbroner’s book, The Worldly Philosophers, 
elaboration the popular field Lord Keynes’ 
theme the power ideas. history eco- 
nomic thought, usually considered arid territory re- 
served for the exploration serious graduate students. 
But Heilbroner’s hands the subject becomes alive and 
fascinating, bristling with enthusiasm interest. 
strange the academic ear—it holds the reader’s in- 
terest develops the ideological background the 
economic development the past 200 years. has 
marvelous facility for seizing upon the curious inci- 
dent, the striking application. 


Here are the economic ideas which motivate our 
ent society. The exposition sound those parts 
the field where the authcr’s training has been solid: 
the chapters Adam Smith and Thorstein Veblen, 
for example, stay close the texts and show not 
only the thought the men, but the men themselves. 
the other hand, the chapter Saint-Simon and 
Fourier, little more than summary Alexander 
Gray’s much superior work. Likewise the chapter 
Keynes little more than paraphrase Harrod’s 
biography. 
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sympathetic exposition Karl Marx, Heilbroner 
himself seems exemplify Keynes’ thought the 
power dead ideas. the time when Heilbroner 
was studying economics was the fashion certain 
academic circles characterize Marz great econo- 
writes: “The world has been pre- 
occupied with Marx the Revolutionary. with 
Marx the Economist that capitalism must finally come 
the economic journals publish articles 
showing the non-scientific character Marx’s eco- 
nomics. 


really too bad that Heilbroner’s training did not 
expose him some the history Catholic social 
thought. his study Hobson and Keynes surely 
must have run across the work Msgr. John 
Ryan, notable figure American economic circles. 
Nowhere does mention the great encyclicals Leo 


XIII and Pius XI. 


Heilbroner makes two misleading statements the 
Catholic Church’s attitude toward economics. 
page states: “In the Middle Ages the Church 
taught that ‘No Christian ought 
There vast difference between warning against 
occasion sin and outright condemnation. 


The second perhaps more serious. his discussion 
Henry George brings the well-known case 
Father McGlynn, saying (p. 182): Catholic priest 
who had associated himself with George his mayor- 
alty fight was excommunicated.” This does not tell 
the whole story. Father McGlynn was excommuni- 
cated for period five years while there was re- 
gretable delay bringing the case Rome for adjudi- 
cation. The censure was lifted after Father McGlynn 
visited the Pope, and, the article Father McGlynn 
the Dictionary American Biography shows, Father 
McGlynn never retracted his views the land ques- 
tion. The Catholic Church allows much greater 
freedom economic thinking than Mr. Heilbroner 
suspects. 


This not condemn the book; the whole 
With minimum editorial care could 
have been much better. 


John Croteau, Ph.D., 
University Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame, Indiana 


Ketcham, Hank More Dennis the Menace 
Holt. Aug. 10, 1953. 64p. $1.00. 


After watching several people widely diverse tem- 
giggle, chuckle and guffaw 
through this collection sixty-two cartoons featuring 
the all-too-credible Dennis, there only one conclusion 
draw: Dennis the Menace tickles the funnybones 
more people! The mood merry, Dennis mon- 
ster; though dubbed “Menace,” also some- 
thing darling little rascal and shares his demonic 
impulses with every normal youngster like age. Rec- 
ommended cheery gift any who need little 
laughter their day evening; and that includes the 
whole population, doesn’t it? 


Ketcham Reach Carr Breig 101 


Reach, James The Innocent One 
Coward-McCann. Aug. 20, 1953. 216p. $2.75. 


sort psychological thriller that one two cuts 
above the run-of-mill shilling shocker, The Innocent 
One tells improbable but tightly plotted tale 
what presumably happens young man who has 
been acquitted “sex-murder” jury his peers, 
but not the people the town which lives. 
Haunted the suspicion that everyone believes him 
guilty, driven from his hometown and from his 
bride year and takes refuge under another name 
New York. Meantime, some sketchy sleuthing results 
proof that actually innocent the crime for 
which was tried. But this time, has resolved 
“play the game, since has the returns 
his hometown disguise and sets about taking his 
revenge. further disclosing the plot would 
unfair reader and author. Mr. Reach has, with 
few exceptions which will not harm adults (though 
the readers will agree that the incidents are not neces- 
sary), kept his prose good taste for all his pseudo- 
Freudian motivations. 


Carr, Glynn The Youth Hostel Murders 
Dutton. Sept. 1953. 224p. $2.50. 


Abercrombie Lewker, “actor-manager and wartime gov- 
ernment agent” and something also alpine 
climber, does the clue-glueing this highly readable 
and sufficiently different murder-mystery British 
author previously represented Death Milestone 
Buttress, and Murder the Matterhorn. Herein, 
two bodies are found the pool the foot the 
waterfall known Riggin Spout Northumber- 
landshire crag country frequented climbers. Robert 
Peel, one the bodies, was found shortly after Whit- 
suntide, afloat but with the back his head stove in. 
The coroner pronounced regrettable accident, re- 
sulting from fall from Black Crag. The girl, Gay 
Johnson, was found nearly two months later the 
same spot and same predicament. head had 
neat but nasty hole the back it; but water 
the lungs, fractures scratches else. 
Lewker, however, now the scene, vacationing after 
tour Richard III. This and that one suspect; 
things seem headed somewhere along the lines 
witchcraft, what with the Bent Stones nearby and folk 
talking the “Old Ones.” You should like Amber- 
crombie Lewker not-so-ordinary know-it-all; that 
is, you like murder mysteries. 


Brieg, Joseph Halo for Father 
Bruce. July 27, 1953. 127p. $2.50. 


“No one likely good job anything until 
has first been made realize its importance.” Work- 
ing with that idea Joe Breig points and straightens 
out the immortal importance fatherhood the racy 
idiom the day. His style might said elevator 
style. slip into simple sentence and swiftly zoom 
philosophic heights that might otherwise make 
dizzy didn’t move along with its carefree and con- 
sistent manner. Depth and height are touched casually 
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and conversationally with “Praise the Lord and pass 
the Cigars” wittiness that delightful and enlightening. 
And though the height and depth are touched with 
lightness they are never lightly touched. The dignity 
fatherhood serious business and the “whys” and 
“hows” are never underestimated. has happiness 
that the world cannot give nor take away. And Joe 
Breig all enthused about it. His enthusiasm makes 
for wonderful book written wonderful way that 
gives you wonderful feeling you read it. Halo 
for Father five star father gives five star book 
that combines hard cold facts with heartwarming sen- 
timents and makes fatherhood both readable and live- 
able. you are parents had them this book for 
you. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


ate 


Steen, Marguerite Anna Fitzalan 
Doubleday. Aug. 27, 1953. 317p. $3.75. 


The merits Anna Fitzalan novel should the 
guarantee dim future the best seller lists. 
stretch the imagination may this forced effort 
suggest truly sordid situation representative 
what the dust jacket coyly terms “modern marriage” 
accepted such. begin with (accepting the 
possibility the affair), the author’s comprehension 
the meaning marriage disqualifies her from presum- 
ing place under analysis; further, the publisher 
ought refer cohabitation without pretense. The 
key the author’s point view contained the 
remark Anna’s lawyer son-in-law “It’s not morality, 
but humanity that’s stake” (p. 176), conclusion 
arrived after years practice divorce and separa- 
tion cases. Relaxation the still too stringent divorce 
laws Britain (and anywhere else, one presumes, 
where the grounds are limited) suggested. Criticism 
society that demands even its most cultivated 
members some conformity law, well the 
moral codes, expressed religious beliefs, prevails 
throughout. 


The story introduces Evan Crewe, banished the 
Gold Coast wealthy uncle Everett Crewe after 
triangle affair Cambridge, and finds him intimi- 
dated into unsuitable marriage with Margaret Cot- 
ter, neurotic daughter English remittance man. 
his return England with his new, strange wife, 
Crewe inherits the vast industrial empire his now 


deceased uncle. Margaret’s mind becomes badly im- 
paired after second stillborn birth, providing the 
ruthless Crewe with excellent excuse rid himself 
her, and arranged with her sister Josephine Cotter 
supervise her life. Through old school friend, 
Edward Fitzalan, Crewe resumes friendship with his 
sister Anna, now married Hugh Sturges, gruff, phleg- 
matic and reserved the best English tradition. Sturges’ 
death removes the only apparent obstacle more 
open relationship with Anna, for Margaret has faded 
from many minds and remains unknown many more 
the new Crewe set. the Fitzalans Crewe, wealthy 
but uncultured, recognized class that laid all its em- 
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phasis principle and breeding. Through Anna they 
become his surface possessions. 


After much manoeuvering plot contrived for the 
juvenile mind, Crewe, taking the initiative, and 
acquiescent Anna, announce their intention living 
“openly together.” Anna’s adult daughter and son, 
represented middle class, stuffy, and hypocritical, 
accept the situation with the best grace possible. Mean- 
while, the irresistible Evan has cruelly abandoned other 
his erstwhile lady friends and Anna becomes, osten- 
sibly, Mrs. Crewe. The idyl continues for approxi- 
mately twenty years when Crewe departs for America 
business, confident the clinging Anna’s devotion. 
The sudden public announcement Margaret 
death reveals their true relationship. Anna’s shame, 
enhanced the subsequent silence the bereaved 
Crewe, surpassed only the shock the revelation 
his dynastic marriage the very young daughter 
American steel magnate. But, principle and breed- 
ing the fore, his fading mistress carries on—the 
torch—for Evan. 


Running parallel her own story the latter half 
the novel that her grand-daughter Lin, replica 
herself, once “almost” victim Evan’s 
cuity, and there bolster Anna’s defenses when neces- 
sary. Lin the author offers hope for the future 
against the tide public opinion, she rejects modern 
amorality (without going too deeply into the subject, 
course). 


style and structure this work verges the ridiculous. 
Promiscuity, divorce, the common-law state, and abor- 
tion, the author’s one-time heroine Bell Timson 
lieves Anna the prospects motherhood, are the 
basis upon which this novel built. dangerous 
book and ought withheld from impressionable 
minds, but adults will have rousing laugh the non- 
sense Anna Fitzalan. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Clarke, Arthur 
Ballantine Books. Aug. 24, 1953. 
Hardbound, $2.00. 


Childhood’s End 
214p. Paper, $0.35; 


Curiously prefacing this novel the President the 
British Interplanetary Society the following: “The 
opinions expressed this book are not those the 
author.” not his, then whose? For novel surely 
its author’s brainchild and there way which 
can deny responsibility for it. But then one could 
easily see that fellow the Royal Astronomical 
Society and editor professional physics journal 
would scarcely care have the present story contrasted 
with his earlier technical books. For the theme this 
one the hackneyed one superman originating from 
present Homo sapiens. The variation consists the 
appearance group Overlords who bring uni- 
versal peace and plenty humanity, who are effect 
the servants cosmic mind, preparing humanity for 
its end, the evolution new species which can join 
the cosmic mind. The second twist that these over- 
lords are cloven-hoofed, tailed and horned, other 
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words, devils. There little recommend the 
present book which suitable for adults. 


ste 


Clarke, Arthur Islands the Sky 


Winston, 1953. 209p. $2.00. 

The president the British Interplanetary Society, 
already known for his choice, The Exploration 
Space, has recast some the same material novel 
form produce teenage tale space stations circling 
the Earth the 21st Century. Young Roy McCallum 
wins quiz program prize and elects visit the Inner 
Space Station where undergoes series mild ad- 
ventures while learning the practical peculiarities 
life artificial satellite. The book well done and 
excellent introduction space for younger readers 
that presents reasoned analysis the physical 
phenomena encountered. 


ste 


Battle Mercury 


van Lihn, Eric 

Winston, 1953. 207p. $2.00. 
Young Dick Rogers lost his mining job because his 
friendliness with one the “wispies,” the electrical 
entities Mercury. But his “wispy,” Johnny, led Dick 
the broken tractor Hotside Charlie who was res- 
cued with message for the Dome. Charlie’s message 
was that the rocket coming evacuate the Dome be- 
cause violent sun storm had crashed. Supplies 
were low and radio communication interrupted. But 
Johnny convinced Dick that could guide him 
radio relay station across Mercury’s hotlands. And 
began saga adventure against natural perils and 
alien life forms which ended success and the 
establishment rapport between men and wispies. 
good teenage story and excellent detailing conditions 
they could Mercury. 


ate 


Heth, Edward Harris 
Illustrations Edwin Schmidt. 
247p. $3.50. 


The age-old “return the land” theme currently 
enjoying upward swing, and this autobiographical 
account city man’s return the country search 
roots the latest example it. 


Life Earth 
Simon Schuster. 1953. 


severe nervous breakdown causes Heth return, 
leave from his job New York, the Wisconsin hills 
his childhood. bought forty acres next what 
had been his grandfather’s old place, had house built 
according his own exacting specifications, 
gained his health all six months. this point 
wire from the advertising agency for which 
worked, notifying him that reorganization the 
firm had done away with his well-paying job, there 
being further need his services. 


was now the land for sure, and his savings were 
exhausted, which situation brought about recurrence 
his illness. His country doctor told him should 
where was wanted get well, and 
added that since was writer profession, ought 
produce something that line. Meanwhile, with 
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little energy, forty acres would certainly feed one man. 
Heth decided stay, and the rest the book 
record what befell him, the people met, the 
things learned about life the land, and his present 
plans for setting friends his his property with 
couple acres and independence. 


This excursion into bucolic whimsey after the 
fashion, say, David Grayson. frankly city 
man’s book about the country. Only city man re- 
turning the “memory-laden hills” (he can write!) 
his youth could savor them does. The city 
always present the psychological background, the 
mental landscape; and the writing reflects that pathetic 
combination the hard-boiled and the sentimental 
which characterizes the liberal sophisticate. The tough, 
profane language, while not malicious, nevertheless 
there and will mar the book for some readers (pp. 


24, 25, 33, 36, 38, 45, 134, 140, 210); the sentimental 


note creeps into his remarks religion (e.g., pp. 171-2), 
toward which flounderingly sympathetic. 


Apart from the limitations cited this book you can 
recommend your friends, not your grandmother 
—and even your grandmother ought meet the Litten 
sisters. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


* * 


Conrad, Joseph The Secret Agent; Simple Tale 
Anchor Books, 1953. 253p. 


Although means what its subtitle suggests, this 
attractively produced volume offers good introduction 
the essential Conrad. one the few novels 
the great Pole have political background, telling 
does the story the secret agent Verloc, his wife, 
and unforgettable group characters living 
drab London. The novel’s steady rise the esteem 
critics (it generally accounted one the author’s 
indubitable masterpieces) doubtless due large part 
the fact that its pages are concentrated three 
the principal characteristics Conrad’s genius: the 
probing into the psychology human motivation; 
basic mistrust life; and uncanny skill parabolic 
suggestion. One word the publishers: the inner 
margins are narrow that the book useless libraries 
and cramping the reader. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Healy, and Boucher, Anthony 
New Tales Space and Time 
Pocket Books, 1953. 


The stories are the newer genré with psych-social, 
political and problems the entire human race being 
stressed and with the solutions various the au- 
thors. the whole the stories are not superior the 
ordinary pulp magazine content though one two are 
quite ingenious the remainder are 
cause the nature the material and because the 
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inclusion suggestive writing the book seems suitable 
only for adults. 


REPRINTS 


Fosdick, Harry Emerson 

The Man from Nazareth Was 

Seen the People His Time 
Pocket Books, 1953. 225p. $0.25. (Original Harper edi- 
1949, reviewed vol. no. 14, Oct. 15, 1949, 
This book, historical look Christ and his con- 
temporaries, the fruit the scholarship one 
America’s most famous Protestant ministers emeritus. 
Its purpose laudable, but because his treatment 
Christ mere man and his disparaging the gospels, 
all Catholics are prohibited under canon 1399 from 


Fosdick Buck 


Best 


reading it, and most orthodox Protesants will find 
bit shocking. 


Buck, Pearl Portrait Marriage 
Pocket Books, 1953. 214p. $0.25. (Original John Day 
edition, 1945, reviewed vol. no. 18, Dec. 15, 1945, 
174-5.) 

novel set the Pennsylvania German country, 
one America’s Pulitzer prize winners, the marriage 
between cultured, well-born artist and unlettered 
farm girl. This union should have proved them incom- 
patible, but true love and mutual sacrifice makes 
work art. One can recommend the novel anyone 
old enough marry and could wish all married people 
read it. 
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